
 

Michael Nacht 

 

Michael Nacht is Thomas and Alison Schneider Professor of Public Policy at the 

University of California, Berkeley where he has been on the faculty since 1998.  He was 

Aaron Wildavsky Dean of the UC Berkeley Goldman School of Public Policy from 1998-

2008. 

 

Nacht is a specialist on US national security policy and management strategies for 

complex organizations.  He is author or co-author of five books and almost 100 journal 

articles and book chapters, and is the author of opinion pieces in The New York Times, 

the Washington Post, and the Wall Street Journal. 

 

He has had three tours of government service, twice receiving unanimous US Senate 

confirmation.  He served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Global Strategic Affairs 

(2009-2010) for which he was given the Distinguished Public Service Award, and was 

Assistant Director for Strategic and Eurasian Affairs of the US Arms Control and 

Disarmament Agency (1994-1997) for which he received the Distinguished Honor 

Award. He was a missile aerodynamicist at the NASA Lewis Research Center (now the 

John Glenn Center) in the early days of the US manned space program. 

 

Nacht also served on the DTRA TRAC from 2001-2004 where he chaired panels on 

counter-terrorism and counter-proliferation. 

 

He holds a B.S. in Aeronautics and Astronautics and an M.S. in Operations Research 

from New York University and a Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia University. 

 


